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Lenten Bible Study
In light of the current Covid outbreak, Pastor Katie would
like to know if there is interest in having a Lenten Evening
Bible study this year. If you wish to participate in a Bible
study, please contact Pastor Katie and tell her if you would
prefer to meet in-person (following the current guidelines
of the Covid committee) or on Zoom. The best way to
contact her right now is by email
(pastor.krussell@gmail.com), but texting or talking to her
after worship works, too!

February Sermon Series: Excuses!
Call stories in the Bible always follow the same
pattern: God commands someone to do something and
that person says no! Jonah ran into the belly of the whale
to get out of going to Nineveh. Moses said he didn't speak
well enough to demand that Pharaoh let his people
go. Everyone always seems to have an excuse. Worship
on February 6 and throughout the month of February will
look at some of the greatest excuses in the Bible, challenge us to reflect on what excuses we make when God
places a call in our lives, and imagine how we can be more
faithful in our response.

Thank You!
Dear RCC,
I don't even know where to begin! First, I would like to thank you for your generous Christmas gift, which was so
helpful to our family as we bought last-minute baby items and started to see the hospital bills arriving in our mailbox! I am also so grateful to all of you who have provided meals for us over the last two months. I have not cooked a
single dinner since Eleanor was born because we have been feasting on all that you have delivered to our doorstep! This has been such a special season in our lives, but also an exhausting one; you have helped us carry the burden
even as we have been apart. I am so grateful our family is part of RCC.
-Pastor Katie

The Youth at
Sunday School
We deferred the first couple of January Sunday
school classes due to holidays and weather. Our lesson on January 16 was celebrating the 115th birthday
of Runnells Christian
Church. And what would a
birthday be without gifts?
We finished hats and scarfs
for the collection for the Afghan refugee Welcome
Kits. We hope these gifts
will help them feel warm
both inside and out! Currently, we are
studying the stories behind
the stained glass windows
in our church.

The youth packaged meals on
Martin Luther King Day at Meals
from the Heartland.

The next Youth Group meeting is Sunday, February 6 after church. We will make valentines and
decorate cookies for some of our elderly parishioners.
All youth in grades 6-12 are welcome and we encourage our youth to bring a friend. We need a volunteer to provide lunch for the youth group meeting on December 19th. For more information on
any youth activities please contact Sheila Aukes at 515-707-7590.
Thank you to everyone who donated redeemable cans and bottles, sorted cans and bottles, and
transported the cans and bottles to the redemption center in Pella. In 2021, the youth received
$2,628.45 to go toward their summer mission trip.

FEBRUARY VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT:

Bob Miller
We can find him dressed as a wise man during the church’s live nativity, sorting and transporting
donated pop cans to the recycling center for the youth group and removing snow from the church
parking lot. Longtime volunteer Bob Miller wears many hats within the church, many which are done
behind the scenes.
For 45 years, Bob has dedicated his time and energy to the church and congregation. He’s served as
an elder, sat four times on the search committee, served on the building remodel committee, chair of
the property committee, treasurer, Sunday school teacher, youth group leader and tends to the
church’s lawn and landscaping.
Bob has been a member of the Runnells Christian Church
for 46 years and has attended regularly with his wife Barb
and sons Mike and Tony. Mike, his wife Angie and their
daughter Sarah, 20, are familiar faces around church and
Tony, his wife Janna and their kids Luke, 12, and Paige,
8, have spent time attending services at RCC, too. Bob’s
mom Doris, 94, has been a pillar within the church for
years.
His favorite season within church happens to be Lent and
Easter, a joyous time. His favorite verse is John 11:25 that
reads: “Jesus said, I am the resurrection and the life, the
one who believes in me will live even though they die.”
Another favorite activity outside of the church is
attending Iowa Cubs games with the congregation.
Bob has words of
encouragement for
anyone interested in
stepping up and
volunteering.
“Try it, you’ll like
it!”
When Bob isn’t
busy plowing snow,
mowing and tackling an assortment of projects at church and at
home, he loves to go fishing, work in his elaborately landscaped
yard, read, and play poker with his sons and their friends.

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
What a generous community! At the end of January we finished our collections for the Afghan refugees and for the
Catholic Worker House. At the fifth Sunday service project on January 30, we filled the bins to deliver to Lutheran
Social Services to be distributed to the refugees. The blankets will be delivered to the Catholic Worker House to be
given to those in need in the Des Moines area.
Future plans include coffee and treats for the staff at Runnells Elementary, gift bags for our heroes at Prairie Vista,
an opportunity for congregation to help pack food with Meals from the Heartland (possibly March 26). January
noisy offering for the domestic mission trip in April and the February noisy offering will be for the Caring Hands
Simple Supper. Please contact any member of the committee (Katie Temple, Todd Buck, Susan Martin, Bill Ingle
and Sheila Aukes) or the church office if you have ideas for serving our community.

Dominican Republic Mission Trip 2022

Bruce DeRaad, Seth Reeve, and Katie Temple will represent RCC Feb 25 - Mar 4, 2022 on the Dominican Republic
Mission Trip. Each member has been asked to bring items to be used in the medical clinic. A collection basket is in
the narthex. Items needed are: adult and children’s vitamins, Tylenol & Ibuprofen (for adults and children),
ointments (antifungal & triple antibiotic), small toys, empty pill bottles, shampoo, dandruff shampoo, bandages (i.e.
large Band-Aids, Kling, gauze, peroxide, ace wrap, nonstick wound pads), lotion, Vaseline, soaps--hotel samples are
perfect size. Otherwise if we get big bottles we will put portions into the empty pill bottles.

New Castles, Virginia Mission Trip 2022

Katie Temple, Mike Bracewell and Deb Bracewell will be joining the West Des Moines Christian Church on a
mission trip to New Castles, VA. We will be working on the at the CraigSprings Camp and Retreat Center
(Disciples of Christ Campground). The work will help with maintenance of some of their buildings. The trip is
Saturday, April 2nd through Saturday, April 9th.

Week of Compassion Offering Reminder

As the relief, refugee, and development mission fund of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), Week of
Compassion works with partners to alleviate suffering throughout the world. One of the projects we have helped
make possible was rebuilding a school after it was destroyed by a hurricane. Another way Week of Compassion has
helped us show love to others, is in Myanmar, our offering helps women buy chickens. Raising chickens provides
these women with a sustainable income to support
their families.
Week of Compassion, together with their partners,
provide immediate relief and long-term recovery
support after disasters; equip churches and leaders for
disaster preparedness; offer assistance to refugees;
and support global development projects that
empower communities around the world to thrive.
Our partners have persisted in this life-saving work
despite the challenges of the pandemic and in the face
of other disasters and humanitarian crises that
continue to escalate in frequency and severity.
As Disciples, we are called to witness to this gospel
truth: in spite of all evidence to the contrary, even in
the heaviest of circumstances, love remains. When
you give to Week of Compassion, especially during
our church-wide Special Offering, you put that love
into action. Your giving shares faith, hope and love,
around the world, around the year.
At RCC we will collect Week of Compassion Offerings February 20 and 27.

Prayer Concerns
All Military Personnel and Veterans
Aislinn, Jane Charls’ daughter
Gary Beck
Doris Boos
Joan DeGroot
Connie Dunn
John & Norma Grinstead
Eleanor Hainline
Tami Hess
Tom Mahedy, Tammy Feeley’s brother-in-law
Leonard Northway
Jeri Sanburn
Jennifer Sieck
Jackie Tate
Tom & Marilyn Wilson

To keep our prayer concerns current,
names will remain on the list for four
weeks. At that time names will be removed
unless you have asked that a name remain
on the list and give an update on the person’s well-being. If a name is removed and
you’d like it on the list again, contact the
church office. Thank you!
Home Communion
Our elders are now able to deliver home
communion. Contact elder chair, Deb
Bracewell at 515-669-8739 or the church
office, if you or someone you know
would like to receive communion at
home.

RCC B OOK G ROUP

Wed, February 23 at 7 pm, the RCC Book Gr oup will meet to discuss T he Guest L ist by Lucy Foley.
From Amazon: A wedding celebration turns dark and deadly in this deliciously wicked and atmospheric thriller reminiscent of Agatha Christie from the New York Times bestselling author of The Hunting Party.
The bride – The plus one – The best man – The wedding planner – The bridesmaid – The body
On an island off the coast of Ireland, guests gather to celebrate two people joining their lives together as one. The
groom: handsome and charming, a rising television star. The bride: smart and ambitious, a magazine publisher. It’s a
wedding for a magazine, or for a celebrity: the designer dress, the remote location, the luxe party favors, the boutique
whiskey. The cell phone service may be spotty and the waves may be rough, but every detail has been expertly
planned and will be expertly executed.
But perfection is for plans, and people are all too human. As the champagne is popped and the festivities begin, resentments and petty jealousies begin to mingle with the reminiscences and well wishes. The groomsmen begin the
drinking game from their school days. The bridesmaid not-so-accidentally ruins her dress. The bride’s oldest (male)
friend gives an uncomfortably caring toast. And then someone turns up dead. Who didn’t wish the happy couple well?
And perhaps more important, why?
The book group is open to everyone! Come join the fun!
2022 book group selections
March 2022 - The Seven Sisters by Lucinda Riley
April 2022 - Apples Never Fall by Lianne Moriarty
May 2022 - The Four Winds by Kristin Hannah
June 2022 - The Giver of Stars by Jojo Moyes
July 2022 - The Summer Girls by Mary Alice Monroe
August 2022 - The Rosie Project by Graeme Simsion
September 2022 - Fifty Words for Rain by Asha Lemmie
October 2022 - The Silent Patient by Alex Michaelides
November 2022 - The Noel Diary by Richard Paul Evans

Covid Committee Update
The COVID Committee continues to monitor the positivity/hospitalization rate for Polk county and our zip code area.
We also continue to follow CDC guidelines so at this time, masks are still required in the church building. The committee meets monthly and members are Deb Bracewell, Bill Ingle, Katie Temple, Denise Pfister, Tammy Gaudette and
Sheila Aukes. Feel free to contact any of us with your questions or concerns.

—Sheila Aukes, Covid Committee Chairperson

JOIN THE FUN AT A
WOOD SIGN WORKSHOP
Enjoy a creative outing in a fun atmosphere! Each participant will select
their own unique project – from signs, to trays, to build boxes, and more. You
can view projects on The Yellow Farmhouse FaceBook page.
When: February 27th at 3 pm
Where: The Yellow Farmhouse, 7934 43rd Avenue, Prole, IA 50229
The amazing Yellow Farmhouse staff will provide:
 Guided, hands-on instruction
 Set up and clean up
 Two hours of studio creativity!
 All of the materials needed (including wall hangers)!
Each participant will leave with a beautiful,
classic wooden piece to decorate their home.
Limit of 20 participants so be sure to sign up at church.
If you have any questions, please contact Tonya Boos,
Congregational Life Committee Chair
at 515-306-5151.
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Discount Tickets to the MercyMe Concert on 4/30/2022 Looking ahead to March…
Tonya Boos has the ability to purchase tickets to the MercyMe
concert at a discount of $5 per ticket. The concert is at Wells Fargo
Arena on April 30, 2022. You can contact Tonya by email at
tonyaboos@hotmail.com or by phone at 515-306-5151.



March 2—Ash Wednesday



March 4—Seth Reeve, Katie Temple and Bruce DeRaad return from
the Dominican Republic Mission
Trip



March 6—Elders gathering 7:30 am



March 6—Youth Group 11:30 am



March 6—Community Engagement
Mtg 11:30 am



March 7—Congregational Life Mtg
7pm



March 26—Adults serve at Meals
from the Heartland (tentative date)



March 30—Book Group

