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Happy Birthday, RCC!
The founding of the Runnells Christian Church began
on January 6, 1907. While this church may have
started from humble beginnings, it is amazing to see
how it has brought together
such a large faith community over the years. On this
anniversary of the
church’s founding, we will
celebrate the success and
history of the church.
We warmly invite you to
join us on Sunday, January
16th during service as we
celebrate our 115th Church
anniversary with worship,
praise and thankfulness.

Church Events
Jan 10—Congregational Life Mtg. 7
pm on Zoom
Jan 11—Choir Practice
Jan 16—Elder’s Gathering 7 :30 am
Jan 16—RCC Birthday Celebration!

Jan 17—Youth Serve at Meals from
the Heartland 11:30 am-2pm,
Jan 17—RCC Serves at the Caring
Hands Food Pantry
Jan 18—Choir Practice
Jan 19—Covid Committee Mtg
Jan 25—Choir Practice

Jan 26—Book Group Meets 7pm

Pastor Katie on Maternity Leave
Hopefully you have all adjusted to Pastor Katie’s maternity leave and have seen some pictures of her beautiful baby
girl, Eleanor. But in case you’ve missed them, here is a
fantastic picture of the Hainline Family.
I’m leaving the Q & A in the newsletter this month, because while Pastor Katie will begin preaching on January
30th, she will not resume the rest of her regular pastoral
work or office hours until late February. The Q & A below explain all of that in more detail.
Here are answers to some of the most frequently asked
questions:

Q: Who do I contact if I have an emergency, want a
visit, or have an urgent prayer request?
A: You should contact an elder. This year’s elders
are: Jason Boos, Deb Bracewell, Lori Clark, Tammy
Gaudette, Ilene Hays, Bill Ingle, Jack Merkle, & Mike
Miller.
Q: How do I get ahold of an elder or another church
member?
A: Make sure you have access to the church directory. You can download it to your phone with the Instant
Church Directory app or request an updated hard copy
from the church office.

Q: Who should I contact if I have questions about
church activities, want someone added to the prayer
list, etc.?
A: For non-emergency questions or requests, you can
contact Deb Bracewell in the church office on Mondays,
Wednesdays, and Thursdays from 9am-12 pm. Email any
time at runnellscc@gmail.com.
Q: How can I stay up-to-date with what’s going on at church?
A: Participate in worship in-person or online so you hear the weekly announcements; read the weekly email and
monthly newsletter; check the church calendar online at any time at https://www.runnellscc.org/calendar.
Q: When will Pastor Katie return?
A: At this time we anticipate Pastor Katie will resume preaching on January 30, but she will continue to stay home
with her baby during the week for four additional weeks. She will return to full-time work responsibilities in late
February.
If you have other questions about maternity leave, please contact Bill Ingle (Board Moderator) or Jack Merkle
(Stewardship of Resources Committee Chair).
Thanks for your patience with the office staff!
Deb

In December, the youth group shopped for a local family in
need, wrapped those gifts and enjoyed a Christmas party.
Bailey Kain is an Oreo champ! (You’ll need to ask her about
the competition she won!)
On Monday, January 17, the youth group will package meals
at Meals from the Heartland from 11 AM to 12:30 PM. Please
RSVP to the church office so we can have an accurate count.
Transportation and lunch will be provided.

All youth in grades 6-12 are welcome and we
encourage our youth to bring a friend. We need a
volunteer to provide lunch for the youth group
meeting on December 19th. For more information
on any youth activities please contact Sheila Aukes
at 515-707-7590.

The theme for the youth Sunday school during Advent was “Christmas is not your birthday.” We studied the birth
story of Jesus and what gifts he wants. Each Sunday we made gifts for others. We tied a fleece blanket for the
Christmas Market, and we tied another one for the Seasons of Sharing family. The group decorated Christmas cards
to send to members at Prairie Vista and others unable to attend. Our last Sunday we stuffed pillow for dogs and cats
at pet shelters. When we return at Epiphany, we will tie hats and make scarves for the homeless, (no sewing required.) On January 16 we will celebrate Runnells Christian Church’s birthday!

DECEMBER VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT:

Denise Pfister
For almost two decades, Denise Pfister has quietly contributed to the operations of the church, its
mission and outreach from under the radar, shying away from attention and praise. One thing she
happens to be best known for, however, are the amazing sugar cookies she bakes and shares with
Sunday School students during the holidays and at other times. Her homemade icing is divine and the
cookies simply mouthwatering.

The Pfister family has belonged to Runnells Christian Church for 18 years; Denise has volunteered
for 15 years. You may have seen her teaching Sunday school for more than 10 years, bouncing between different age groups. She has also served as the church’s Christian Education director, Vacation
Bible School director, helped organize past children’s Christmas program, spearheaded the Pie in the
Parking Lot special event, pitched in at the annual harvest supper, assisted with youth group and
more. She loves volunteering in different capacities because of what it means to others.
“Just knowing I’m doing my part for
the church and the community makes
it worth it,” she said. “Volunteering
also is a social event for me. I love to
meet and get to know people as well as
bring people together.”
One tradition at Runnells Christian
Church that Denise loves happens to
be the later Christmas Eve service. She
loves to attend church with her family,
which includes daughters Jordan and
Lauren, son Max and husband Dick. In
her spare time, Denise loves baking,
gardening, crafting, watching/listening
to live music, going to the beach and
embarking upon girlfriend trips.
Denise’s favorite scripture that guides
her is Ephesians 4:29 – “Let everything you say be good and helpful, so
that your words will be an encouragement to those who hear them.”

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
International Missions
Dominican Republic Mission Trip 2022
Bruce DeRaad will be making his first mission trip! He, along with Seth Reeve and Katie Temple from RCC, and 13
others will make the trip February 25 through March 4, 2022. The group will have a physician, a dentist, a dental
hygienist and two nurses, who will do medical and dental clinics for 2-3 days. The others will be doing construction
on classrooms. From our leader, Joyce:
“The missionaries will purchase a few meds (anti-parasitical and antibiotics) for the clinics in the Dominican
Republic. They have asked that we all bring additional medications--adult and children’s vitamins, Tylenol
& Ibuprofen (for adults and children), and ointments (antifungal & triple antibiotic). These can be purchased
rather inexpensively from the Dollar Tree, or possibly other places like Walmart. Please encourage members
of your congregations to start collecting these items for our trip.”
Small toys would also be appreciated. A collection basket will be in the narthex. Thank you!
– Katie Temple

Local Missions
Blankets for Catholic Worker House

Noisy Offering

The Des Moines Catholic Worker House, well actually there
are four houses, supplies more than 100 meals a day five days
a week, as well as hygiene supplies, clothes, and camping and
winter gear to those in need. Their coordinator said donating a
blanket could save a life, and it doesn’t have to be pretty. In
January we will be collecting blankets. They can be new or
used, remember they don’t have to be pretty! A box will be in
the narthex.

Ever wonder what happens to the coins and bills
those cute kids collect at children’s time? This
fall RCC resumed collecting the noisy offering.
In September we donated $65.83 to the Runnells 3G Food Pantry. The Christian Camp and
Conference Center received $164.24 in October.
In November we collected $114.60, which we
purchased bees and chicks for Heifer International. Our December recipient will be the
Many Hands for Haiti goat program and we collected $281.74—that will buy four goats, for
four need families. January’s
collection will be designated
for the adult mission trip to
New Castles, Virginia.

Fifth Sunday Service Project
The state of Iowa is in the process of accepting 300 refugees
from Afghanistan. Ninety refugees arrived in Iowa after
Thanksgiving with another 300 expected to arrive between
now and mid-February. These refugee families arrive with
very few possessions or supplies. During the month of January,
RCC will collect supplies for various Welcome Kits. We will
then assemble these kits on Sunday, January 30 as a Fifth Sunday Service Project.

Covid Committee Update
The COVID Committee continues to monitor the positivity/hospitalization rate for Polk county and our zip code area.
We also continue to follow CDC guidelines so at this time, masks are still required in the church building.
The committee meets monthly and members are Deb Bracewell, Bill Ingle, Katie Temple, Denise Pfister, Tammy
Gaudette and Sheila Aukes. Feel free to contact any of us with your questions or concerns.

—Sheila Aukes, Covid Committee Chairperson

With Sympathy

Prayer Concerns
All Military Personnel and Veterans
Aislinn, Jane Charls’ daughter
Gary Beck
Doris Boos
Connie Dunn
John & Norma Grinstead
Tami Hess
Tom Mahedy, Tammy Feeley’s brother-in-law
Leonard Northway
Jeri Sanburn
Jennifer Sieck
Jackie Tate
Tom & Marilyn Wilson
To keep our prayer concerns current, names
will remain on the list for four weeks. At
that time names will be removed unless you
have asked that a name remain on the list
and give an update on the person’s wellbeing. If a name is removed and you’d like
it on the list again, contact the church office. Thank you!

With Prayers and Heartfelt Sympathy
Our prayers & Christian sympathy go out to
the families & friends of:
Marjorie Nolin,
Suzanne Morecock’s mother,
who passed away December 11, 2021

May God’s love comfort you in the time of your loss.

Thank you
Dear RCC Family,
Thank you for thinking of me at Christmas and for the generous
gift. What a blessing you all are to me! I feel very fortunate to be
part of a church family that is so thoughtful. I’m praying for a
healthy and happy new year for all of you.
—Deb Bracewell

RCC B OOK G ROUP

Wed, January 26 at 7 pm, the RCC Book Gr oup will meet to discuss T he R ose Garden by Susanna Kear sley.
From Amazon: “I've loved every one of Susanna's books! She has bedrock research and a butterfly’s delicate
touch with characters―sure recipe for historical fiction that sucks you in and won't let go!”―DIANA GABALDON, #1 New York Times bestselling author of Outlander
A riveting and romantic journey through time, The Rose Garden drops a modern woman into the middle of a historical fiction novel when she's thrown back to 18th century Cornwall―only to find that might just be where she belongs.
After the death of her sister, Eva Ward leaves Hollywood and all its celebrities behind to return to the only place she
feels she truly belongs, the old house on the coast of Cornwall, England. She's seeking comfort in memories of childhood summers, but what she finds is mysterious voices and hidden pathways that sweep her not only into the past, but
also into the arms of a man who is not of her time.
Soon Eva discovers that the man, Daniel Butler, is very, very real and he draws her into a world of intrigue, treason,
and love. Inside the old British house, begins to question her place in the present, she realizes she must decide where
she really belongs: in the life she knows or the past she feels so drawn towards.
A brilliant escape that gives one woman the chance to
time-travel and find her place in British history, The Rose
Garden presents Susanna Kearsley's signature combination of romance and fascinating historical fiction at its
very best.
The book group is open to everyone! Come join the fun!

HANGING OF THE GREENS

OUTDOOR CHRISTMAS
MARKET & TREE LIGHTING

RCC 2ND ANNUAL
LIVE NATIVITY

CHRISTMAS EVE 2021
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Wood Sign Painting Party
Tonya Boos is organizing a church outing to make DIY custom
rustic wood farm house signs at The Yellow Farmhouse in Prole,
on Sunday, February 27 at 3 pm. Signs cost between $40 and $90.
You do not have to be crafty to create a beautiful sign for your
home or to give as a gift. You select a sign from The Yellow
Farmhouse site, and several can even be customized. Then during
the workshop, techniques will be shown to create your own custom piee that looks professionally made. Sign up in the narthex or
contact Tonya Boos by email at tonyaboos@hotmail.com or by
phone at 515-306-5151. You can view Tonya’s party details and
see samples of rustic signs on The Yellow Farmhouse Facebook
page at: www.facebook.com/yellowfarmhousesigns/.
Please contact Tonya with questions or for more information.

Looking ahead to February…


Feb 5—Soup Supper 4:30-7pm



Feb 6—Youth Group 11:45am



Feb 7—Congregational Life Mtg 7pm



Feb 9—RCC Board Mtg 7pm



Feb 12—RCC Adults serving at
Meals from the Heartland



Feb 20—Youth Group 11:45am



Feb 25—Katie Temple, Seth Reeve,

Discount Tickets to the
MercyMe Concert on 4/30/2022
Tonya Boos has the ability to purchase tickets to the MercyMe
concert at a discount of $5 per ticket. The concert is at Wells Fargo Arena on April 30, 2022. You can contact Tonya by email at
tonyaboos@hotmail.com or by phone at 515-306-5151.

and Bruce DeRaad mission trip to the
Dominican Republic—return Mar 4


Feb 27 RCC DIY Wood sign painting
workshop at The Yellow Farmhouse

